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SECRET MOGADISCIO 1015 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, ET, EG, SO, US 

SUBJ: US ARMS FOR SOMALIA 

REFS: A) CAIRO 9977 (NOTAL); B) MOGADISCIO 0826 

1. EGYPTIAN EOREIGN MINISTER FAHMY'S CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR 
EILTS (REFTEL A) HAS FAMILIAR RING TO EMBOFFS, WHO HAVE EREQUENTLY 
BREN URGED BY THEIR EGYPTIAN, SUDANESE AND OTHER ARAB COLLEAGUES 
TO MOVE SWIFTLY ON ARMS SUPPLY TO HELP GSDR MOVE AWAY FROM SOVIETS. 
WE SYMPATHIZE WITH EGYPTIAN AND SUDANESE STRATEGIC CONCERNS, BUT 
PROBLEM AS WE SEE IT IS THAT GSDR IS NOT READY EOR AND WOULD REIECT 
UNTIMELY US INITIATIVE IN MILITARY FIELD. WE HAVE PRESIDENT SIAD'S 
WORD FOR THIS (REFTEL B). BY CONTRAST, WE HAVE MOVED SWIETLY TO 
RESUME ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND HAVE HAD POSITIVE RESPONSE. NOR DO 
WE APPEAR BE ALONE IN MOVING AHEAD THROUGHTEULLY. WE HAVE 
IMPRESSION THAT SAUDIS MAY ALSO HAVE DECIDED TAKE STOCK OF SOMALI 
SITUATION BEFORE MAKING ANY MAJOR NEW COMMITMENTS HERE. AT ANY 
RATE, PROMISED VISIT OF SAUDI CROWN PRINCE FAHD, SCHEDULED HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE SOME TIME AGO, HAS NOT YET MATERIALIZED. 
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2. EOR CAIRO: AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, IT WOULD BE HELPEUL HAVE 
EMBASSY CAMU’S ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT EGYPTIAN POLICY IN HORN, 
PARTICULARLY FAHMY'S HINT THAT GOE MAY BE ENCOURAGING GSDR TO 
ESCALATE IRRIDENTIST ATTACKS AGAINST ETHIOPIA IN ORDER INCREASE 
PRESSURE ON MENGISTU REGIME. FAHMY'S STATEMENT THAT GOE SUPPLYING 
SMALL ARMS TO GSDR IS SUGGESTIVE BUT WE DO NOT WISH READ TOO 
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MUCH INTO IT. OUR EGYPTIAN COLLEAGUES ARE PLAYING DOWN 
RECENT EGYPTIAN MILITARY FLIGHTS TO MOGADISCIO. ONE COLLEAGUE 
CLAIMS DELIVERIES CONSISTED OF MEDICAL SUPPLIES FOR SOMALI 
MILITARY BUT NO ARMS. (SUGGEST CAIRO MAY WISH REPEAT REFTEL 
(A) TO JIDDA AND NAIROBI.) 

3. FOR DEPT: EMBASSY WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE CLARIFICATION 
PARA THREE REFTEL (A) CONCERNING ARMS SUPPLY CONSORTION. IN 
PARTICULAR, WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW HOW FAR, IF AT ALL, USG IS 
COMMITTED TO IDEA AND WHETHER IT IS NOW BEING OFFICIALLY 
DISCUSSED WITH OTHER POTENTIAL PARTICIPANTS. 

4. FOR JIDDA: CONSIDERABLE INTEREST HAS BEEN BUILT UP ABOUT 
PROMISED FAHD VISIT AND HIS FAILURE APPEAR THUS FAR HAS RAISED 
QUESTIONS ABOUT SAUDI INTENTIONS TOWARD GSDR. WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION EMBASSY JIDDA CAN FURNISH ABOUT 
POSTPONEMENT, AS WELL AS PORT ON FAHD'S REACTIONS TO HIS 
RECENT MEETING WITH PRESIDENT CARTER AS THEY CONCERN SOMALIA. 

WE BELIEVE FAHD VISIT TO MOGADISCIO COULD BE VERY IMPORTANT AT 
THIS JUNCTURE. HE HAS POLITICAL STATURE AND FINANCIAL INDUCEMENTS 
NECESSARY PUT SOME DIRECT QUESTIONS TO PRESIDENT SIAD ABOUT GSDR'S 
INTENTIONS TOWARD ETHIOPIA, SOVIETS, ETC., AS WELL AS REMINDING 
SIAD ABOUT DANGERS PROVOKING WAR IN HORN OF AFRICA. 

LOUGHRAN 
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